
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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In order for any con-
tent to appear in next 
months newsletter, it 
will need to reach me 

by March 3d.  

Please email it to: 

Jonathon.c@comcast.net  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

So 2008 is finally well under way and I have written the date 2007 
only once so far...old habits die hard. As I think about the year that is 
ahead of us and all of the woodturning that we can become involved 
with, a question came to mind that I think is relevant to all of us, that 
being 'what one thing have I accomplished this past month that has 
advanced my woodturning?' Then, as is always the case (unless I fall 
asleep), another thought comes to mind, 'what do I want to accomplish 

in the next month that will further my woodturning?' 

The main thing that I accomplished this past month was to thaw out the old freezer, pitch 
out the freezer-burned elk sausage (1 roll), move the remaining good frozen food elsewhere 
and begin the process of making a drying kiln. You know, one of those things that has holes 
drilled in the sides and top of the freezer, and has a light bulb as a heat source in the bot-
tom. I had the concept down pat, but when I got down to the practical parts like how big, 
how many, and where should the holes be, what wattage of light bulb and other insignifi-
cant problems, I called on some of our association mentors. Between Phil Lapp and Jim 
Hall, I got some of the specific answers that I needed and some answers that I hadn't antici-
pated; but I also had some questions that they couldn't answer. I certainly do appreciate a 
truthful 'I don't know'. Well, anyway, the kiln is drilled, wired, and heated and now contains 
14 green turned bowl blanks and has a moisture meter and 'record book' sitting on top. 

As far as next month's goals are concerned, I may need to flush out the shop of all of the 
wood that I will never use that is left over from cabinet making, just so I can move around 
the shop in a safer manner. 

I use this story to bring out the point of learning/doing something new to further our knowl-
edge and abilities in woodturning. There are so many other areas of this art/craft that we all 
are involved in that are related not only to the physical aspects of turning, but also to the 
support of turning. 

So what is your goal or goals for next month? Are you going to call a mentor from the 
newsletter list to help solve a turning problem, check out a book or video from our library, 
get geared up for the next meetings challenge, or hit the catalogs and internet for better res-
piratory safety equipment? There is so much more to turning than just making chips fly. 

 
 

John Wirth, 
President 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
I hope you all enjoyed our demonstrator at the last meeting, David Nittmann. We were very fortunate to have him 
here, no one more so then I, because I didn't have to work too hard to get him here. Hopefully he got you thinking 
about pyrography and coloring your work because that is this month's challenge... Texturing, Burning, 
and Coloring. This month's demonstrator is none other than our own Jim McAllister. Jim has built himself a rose 
engine lathe from the article that appeared in the Spring 2007 AAW Journal. The instructions can be found here. 
  
I am working hard on filling up the schedule and there are a lot of interesting people that I am trying schedule; if 
there is anyone you would really enjoy seeing (who we can afford) let me know and I'll do my best. Eli Avisera 
will be here the last week of June and will be doing both hands on and a seminar. Sign up sheets will be at the 
next meeting. I am working on a program on all the different ways to dry wood; boiling, alcohol, soap, microwav-
ing... if you have any suggestions or tips come talk to me at the next meeting. 
  
The nice weather lately has got me out cleaning up the yard and the wood pile. I'm sure there are some turners 
that could use some more practice wood right. Don't forget to put that unused wood to good use and bring it in for 
the raffle; it helps us all! 
  

Doug Brown 
VP CWA 

 
 
 

A CHAT WITH “KATHLEEN”  
 

We want to add a member interview to each of the coming newsletters. This will allow us to get to know people we 
don’t know or get to better know people we do know!  
 

Name: Kathleen Duncan 
 
Where do you live now and where have you lived in the past?  I’ve lived in 
Ridgefield, WA since June, 2004.  I grew up in Seattle, lived 4 years in Berkeley, 
CA, 4 years in Evanston, IL, and 26 in Pullman, WA.   
 
Tell us about your family (including any pets that you might have):  I have 
three adult children, no grand children, a cat and a grand-dog.  My oldest daughter, 
Erin, lives in Seattle; Mara is currently in LA, but has accepted a job in North Caro-
lina, and Brian lives in Beaverton.  My cat is a domesticated feral cat – one of 7 that 
I captured, domesticated, and found homes for in Pullman.  You’d know why her 
name is “Squeak” if you heard her meow.    
 

What is your career or, if retired, what did you do for a career? I design and write web-database software for 
Washington State University.  
 
Do you have other hobbies besides woodturning and, if so, what are they?  Besides woodturning, I enjoy golf 
– I’m not very good at it, but I do enjoy it.  I am also a spinner and a weaver although I not done very much since 
I started turning.  I built both my looms and found that I preferred the woodworking to the weaving.    
 
. 
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What kind of workshop do you have and what kinds of tools do you have in it?  My workshop is half of a 
two-car garage.  Except for the lathe, everything is on casters so I can move the tools into the parking area, if I 
need more space.  The large tools I have are: a lathe, table saw, band saw, scroll saw, dust collector, and ShopS-
mith 

What kind of lathe(s) do you have? My lathe is the Nova DVR XP.  I also have the ShopSmith that I inherited 
from my Dad, but I don’t use it as a lathe any more.  

How many different turning tools do you have and what is your absolute favorite of them? I have about 25 
tools.  My favorite is a ½” bowl gouge, manufacturer unknown. 

If you were stranded on a deserted island (where else do people get stranded?) with only your lathe, what 
other three tools would you really like to have with you?  Bowl gouge, parting tool, roughing gouge. 

Who is your favorite lathe manufacturer and who is your turning-tool manufacturer?  Much as I like my 
Nova, I think my favorite lathe manufacturer is Oneway.  I haven’t found a “favorite” turning tool manufacturer, 
but I like Hamlet and Oneway.   

How long have you been turning and what got you into it?  I grew up 
watching my Dad turn spindles to make early-American style legs and spin-
dles for furniture and three spinning wheels.  When he passed away, I inher-
ited his ShopSmith.  I figured that since Dad had learned to turn on his own, 
so could I.  I read the manual, put a piece of kiln-dried maple on the SS, and 
after getting beat up trying to make a square piece round, decided turning 
wasn’t for me.  Several years later, I watched someone turn at a ShopSmith 
demo in Spokane. I tried again with slightly better results.  This was about 7 
years ago. 

How did you learn to turn?  When I made my second attempt to turn, I was living in Pullman, WA.  I didn’t 
know anyone who I could teach me, so I read and tried to do the exercise in the books I had.  It wasn’t until I 
moved here that I felt I actually learned how to turn.  Videos and watching club demonstrators were helpful, but 
for me the best way to learn was the one-on-one help I continue to get at open shop sessions and workshops. 

What was the hardest part of the learning curve for you? Two things were difficult: trying to figure out how 
to find the bevel and how to make the book instructions work left-handed.  I’ve since learned that one needs to be 
both left and right handed. 

What was the first thing that you ever turned?   The first thing I turned was a spindle with very dull tools. 

What is your favorite form to turn now?  I have two favorite forms: bowls and Christmas ornaments.   

Do you have a favorite piece that you have turned?  My favorite is a small, thin-walled bowl that was turned 
green. 

Who is your favorite turner and why do you like him/her?   That’s like trying to say who your favorite child 
is.  It can’t be done!  Turners are a very special group of people and what I like 
about them is that they are glad to share what they know about turning. 

What do you like most and what do you like least about turning?  What I 
like most about turning is watching something emerge from the wood.  Many 
of the woods have interesting grains and patterns that aren’t always visible in 
the rough stock.  What I like least are the sawdust and chips that end up all 
over the house. 
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What have you not done in turning that you would like to do in the future?  
Someday I’d like to try hollow forms 

What is your favorite type of wood and why do you like it?  Maple is probably my 
favorite wood.  Its tight grain and density make it easy to turn. 
 
If you had to name one person who has really influenced you in your turning, 
who would that be and how have they influenced you? Dale Larson is the person 
who has influence my turning.  The first time I went to open shop, the one thing I 

wanted to learn to turn was a sphere.  I knew with my skill level, there was no way I could turn a sphere.  Dale 
was very patient and gave me a lot of help.  Much of what I have learned about turning, I learned at Dale’s open 
shop. 
 
How much time per week do you usually spend in the shop turning?  I probably spend 12 hours a week turn-
ing. 

Do you usually put a piece of wood on the lathe with a specific design in mind or do you just start turning 
and let the piece evolve?  Most of the time, I have a specific design in mind when I start a new piece. 

Do you have your work in galleries? and/or have you ever sold your work elsewhere?  I’ve sold my work to 
friends and colleagues at work.  I am going to try to sell my work at a bazaar this November. 

Do you collect other turners pieces; if so, how many do you have in your collection and what are some sig-
nificant ones?  I have a few club demo pieces and one collaborative that I got at our auctions.  

How long have you been part of Cascade Woodturners and how did you find out about it? or, if you are one 
of the original members, tell us about the part you played in the club in its early years:  I’ve been a member 
of Cascade for three years.  I found out about it by searching the internet before I moved to the area. 

Thanks Kathleen for the great interview… it is nice to get to know you better!!  

 

A Sphere from Segmented Scraps  

By Randy Rhine 

Do you have a box of those segmented cut-offs from your past segmented turning projects and you just don’t know 
what to do with them? Here is an artistic solution!     

 

 
 
 
 
Here's the box with the "raw material"...leftovers from previous segmented 
projects. 
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On the left are the centers...made from MDF. On the right are the ends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gluing the scraps together. I'm not paying any attention to the pat-
tern...mostly just want to get pieces with the same thickness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ends are glued on to the centers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now the sides are glued on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally the tops & bottoms, along with a couple of scraps for hold-
ing between centers. 
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Here's the first one mounted between centers on the lathe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is turned round and the center marked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the initial shaping, cut the ends at about a 45
 angle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue shaping into a rounded form. Because the grain is going every 
which way, use a sharp tool and take light cuts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I'm after a specific size, I'll use a template. But in this case, I don't 
care and just want the ball to be nice and round.  
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Now the ball is removed from between centers, the ends knocked off, 
and it's flipped 90
 and the ends turned round. This may need to be done 
two or three times to get it spherical.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
This is after it's been sanded a bit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And, finally, the finished spheres!! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

DALE’S REMINDERS  
 
 

- There will be “Open Shop” day at Dale Larson's shop in Gresham on Saturday, February 23 starting around 9:30 
AM. Bring an idea and your tools and get some help with your turning skills and projects. It is always a fun time!  

 

- Eli Avisera will probably be coming to the Portland area June 24-July 3 time frame. If we can get at least 5 turn-
ers to commit we will try to organize a three day hands on class with Eli. Call if you are interested. I will not be at 
the February meeting.  

 
Dale, 
503-661-7793  
woodbowl@verizon.net 
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DALE IN ISRAEL  
 

Dale was recently in Israel to visit Eli Avisera. We thought you would all be interested, so we inserted some pic-
tures and a brief paragraph from Dale telling about the trip!  

 

In January, I traveled to Jerusalem to visit Eli Avisera. We spend a day in Eli's shop getting ready. I only took a 
few tools and then bor- rowed what I needed 
from Eli. On Monday January 14th, I did an all 
day demo for about 25-30 turners. Most 
spoke some English, but Eli translated when 
necessary. I turned a madrone bowl, two 
spheres, showed how to use a jam chuck, and 
turned a small hat out of wet pine. Big wood is 
something they don't have in Jerusalem. The 
first photo is with the hat on the jam chuck fin-
ishing up the top of the hat. The second photo I am explaining how I did it to a turner from Russia (seated in over-
alls). The turner from Russia spoke no English so it was interesting to try and get techniques across. The Jerusa-
lem pine actually made a nice hat and turned very cleanly.  
 
The next day, Eli and I took the lathe to the Dead Sea and turned two spheres. From there, we drove to Eilat and 
Aqaba. We also took a trip up to Petra (an old trade city carved out of solid rock) in Jordan. Then we went back to 
Eilat and up to Masada. Then we spent two days in the Old City of Jerusalem. During the visit, I was able to help 
Eli teach a class of delinquent teenagers how to turn a bowl. Every week, Eli teaches a turning class from a state 
school for delinquents. It was clearly good for the kids; they got some pride out of turning a bowl. I didn't need to 
speak their language to help or see that it was time well spent for them.  

Here are two pictures of Eli and me turning in front of the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is the lowest point on the surface of the 
earth. The manager at Kibbutz Kalia was nice enough to let us plug in the lathe and turn on their deck.  We turned a big leaf 
maple and a madrone burl sphere.  We figure we are the first persons to turn on the shore of the Dead Sea.  If you look at a 
map, Kalia (Qalya) is on the north end of the Dead Sea.   
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!ATTENTION PEN TURNERS!  

(This time for real!) 

I stuck a note in the November newsletter about a plan to make some pens for the Freedom Pen Project… there 
was some miscommunication there and it never happened. This time it is going to happen! We are arranging a 
contest for the March meeting to see how many pens you all can come up with. If you want to participate, you 
will need to bring your turned pens to the March meeting. You can bring one pen, two pens, ten pens, twenty 
pens… basically as many as you can turn. Every person that enters a pen gets their name entered for a drawing for 
a gift certificate. Every pen that you turn represents a chance in the drawing. If you make one pen, you get entered 
once; if you make five pens, you get entered five times. In other words, the contest isn’t based on the quality of 
the pens, but on the quantity! After the contest, we will box all the pens up together and get them shipped off to 
our soldiers in Iraq. Make sure you wrap your pens up to protect them for shipping. You should individually pack 
them in plastic bags, pen tubes, newspapers or something like that. You can also include a note to go with each 
pen to make each gift a little more personal. Anyway, this is a great way to have fun and show our support for our 
troops at the same time. So let’s get to turning and let’s see how many pens we can get sent out!!!!  
 
Here is the official FPP website: www.freedompens.org 
And here is the sub-forum for the FPP on Saw Mill Creek (be sure to check out the e-mails from the troops): 
www.sawmillcreek.org/forumdisplay.php?f=17 
 

TIP OF THE MONTH  
 

Here is a good pen-making tip that I got from the latest issue of “Woodturning Design”. Here it is for those of you 
who aren’t subscribed to this magazine. Instead of buying a $40 pen press, take two pieces of hard wood (hard 
maple, ipe, osage, etc.) and turn two morse tapers for the headstock and the tail stock. The front surface of them 
should be slightly concave. Insert the morse tapers into your headstock and tailstock, lock down your tailstock and 
by turning the tailstock hand wheel you can press your pen parts together between centers. 
 

 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE  
 

Texturing, Burning, Color… that is this months challenge! Here is another chance to come up with a piece that 
employs surface decorations. This is such an extensive topic that one could devote a lifetime to getting good at it! 
That is to say, you have a lot of options when it comes to surface treatment.  
  
Again, the monthly challenge is a great way to compare yourself to other turners, be inspired to try new things, 
inspire others to try new things, and just plain have fun. If you haven’t participated in a monthly challenge before, 
then turn a piece, texture it, and bring it to our February meeting!  
 

DUES ARE DUE 
 
If you haven’t paid your dues yet this year, please make sure to do that. The cost for membership is $25… and 
well worth the price, at that! The membership fees can be sent to:  
 

Cascade Woodturners Association 
19363 Willamette Dr. #322 

West Linn, Or 97068  



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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CWT MENTORS  

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the pa-
rentheses it tells each of the areas in which each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the follow-
ing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions e-mail 
me at jonathon.c@comcast.net 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (handled vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (bowls, boxes, hollow forms, texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (help for new turners with tools, finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, spindle, hollow turning and lathe accessory fabrication and consultation)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (bowl turning, greenwood turning, and reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (hollow forms, carving, and embellishment) 

QUICK LINKS:  
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June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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January Show and Tell Gallery 


