
I want to especially thank the presenters at the last meeting showing the basics and some of the 
variances in turning pens.  It is really nice to be able to produce something that is so common and 
functional with some really spectacular wood and a little talent.  Way to go Jonathon and Doug! 
 
According to my calendar, June is the month for the AAW symposium.  I can’t believe that it is 
really here.  From my vantage point, it appears that the committees are working well and everything 
will start happening soon.  Dale Larson from Cascade and Tom Reiman from NW have done a su-
per job in setting up and getting the committees manned.  If you haven’t already signed up for the 
convention, I urge you to do so soon.  If you can’t attend as a participant, try to visit the instant gal-
lery at the convention center and the other exhibitions at Oregon Arts and Crafts and at the Forestry 
Center that are also available to the general public.  I also urge each of you to turn a toy for the Do-
ernbecher Hospital.  Be sure to attach a note telling what the finish on the piece is.  There may also 
be a small amount of time to sign up a youngster for turning lessons at the symposium for no cost if 
sponsored by a paying adult.  Information for this is on the AAW website. 
 
I am heartened to see more people at the meetings.  We are working hard to provide quality present-
ers both from our club and from around the country.  If you have any comments or suggestions, 
please let either me or John Wirth know.  Our own Phil Lapp will be demonstrating for the upcom-
ing meeting possibly in preparation for his demo at the Symposium.  I am looking forward to it as 
Phil is a quality turner with lots information. 
 
If I haven’t mentioned it before, the picnic will be August 18 and will be at Dale Larson’s place.  
Thank you Dale. 
 
I would like to encourage you to bring some of your work each month for display in the instant gal-
lery.  This does several things.  It forces you to look at your work from the perspective of others.  
With me, I tend to take a little more time and care in finishing if I know that others will be looking 
at it.  Causes you to maybe try something a little different than you would otherwise do.  It also 
gives the rest of us a chance to look at other work and to maybe get more creative with our own 
work.  Also when I bring a piece to display, I feel more connected and a part of the group. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the work that our members turn out.  Keep turning! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
 Jerry Harris, 
President 
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In order for any con-
tent to appear in next 
months newsletter, it 
will need to reach me 

by July 6th.  

Please email it to: 

Jonathon.c@comcast.net  

Thanks!   

P.O. Box 69085 
Portland, OR 97239 

So what's new in your shop?  A couple of weeks ago I 
was visiting with one of my mentors who was instrumen-
tal in my world of wood carving.  He had asked if I 
would turn some bases for birds that his wife was carv-
ing.   
 
When I'd completed the bases I also had to share with 

him what I had been doing on the lathe.  Since I've been having so much fun 
with my basket bowls that David Nittmann showed us how to do at his Cas-
cade demo earlier this year, I had to show a few of them off.   
 
A few days later I got a call 'out of the blue' from a friend from those wood 
carving days who also is a basket maker.  My carving mentor had told her of 
my basket bowls and she wanted to see them. When a serious basket maker 
and an addicted wood turner get together… well… one thing led to another 
and now one of my maple burl bowls that has presented me with a 'design 
opportunity' has turned into a collaborative project with a basket maker.     
 
So what's new in your shop...have you contacted a club mentor to learn some-
thing new, attended an open shop or demo that got you inspired, or tried a 
new wood or material on your lathe?    
 
Keep that lathe turning and we’ll see you at the Show and Tell table!    
 

John Wirth 
Cascade Woodturners Assoc. Inc. 

President 
360.546.0653  



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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A CHAT WITH “GLENN”  
 

Tell us a little bit about yourself: 
 
Name: Glenn Burki  
  
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I’ve been a woodworker 
of one kind or another most of my life. A number of years 
ago, I worked for Seibert’s Furniture in Beaverton building 
custom furniture. Then I started my cabinetmakers appren-
ticeship program, which I finished in1961. 
 
 Where do you live now and where have you lived in the 
past? I’ve lived in West Linn since 1980 and I’ve always 
lived in the Portland Metro area except for a three year tour 
with Uncle Sam in Germany. 
 

Tell us about your family: I’m married to Kay and I have two sons; Troy lives in Georgia and has a son. Brian 
lives in San Diego. 
 
What was your career? I’m a retired police Sergeant; I served 30 ½ years and retired 12/31/92. 
 
Do you have other hobbies beside woodturning? Motorcycle riding, in good weather and golfing, but a bad 
back does cause problems. 
 
Tell us about your shop:  

 
What kind of workshop do you have and the tools? It’s a large two-car ga-
rage and the only motor vehicle that fits in it is my motorcycle. I have a good 
cabinetmakers shop. I can cut a 4X8 just about any way you want, sometimes 
a post is a problem. I have a bandsaw, drum sander, a cyclone dust extractor 
and all the other tools one uses. 
 
What kind of lathe do you have? I have a Woodfast with a turning head-
stock. This is my fourth lathe and I’ve had it for some time. 
 

How many different turning tools do you have and what in your favorite? I have a number of turning tools 
and to list them all could be scary and my mind could start doing some math... not good. The bowl gouges ½ and 
3/8 are the ones I use most. 
 
Tell us about your turning: 
 
How long have you been turning and what got you into it? I’ve been turning 
off and on since high school wood shop. In the early eighties my in-laws picked 
up a used Craftsman lathe and I got it from them and started turning. When I re-
tired, they gave me about $500. and I got a new Jet lathe it’s DOA now; then I got 
a Record lathe. 
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What is your favorite form to turn?  I guess a hollow form would be my favorite but I do enjoy those off center 
out of balance challenges too. 
 
What is your favorite type of wood and why do you like it? I’d pick burl as my favorite; I use mostly Maple 
just because it’s easy to get. I really do like the grain and character of it. 
 
Do you usually put a piece of wood on the lathe with a specific design in mind or do you just start turning 
and let the piece evolve? I guess I do both but I’ll have some idea where I think it 
should go, but there is always the un- known factor that changes my idea. 
 
If you are one of those turners who lets the piece evolve, what do you do when you 
are turning and you come to a stand- still and don’t know exactly where to go 
with the piece? There have been a num- ber of those kinds of pieces and some have 
been left to collect dust or become fire- wood and there have been those that later 
came to life and I got another idea and finished the piece. I’ve even sold some of those. 
 
Do you have your work in galleries? And/or have you ever sold your work elsewhere? Yes to both questions. 
 
How long have you been part of Cascade Woodturners and how did you find out about it? Or, if you are 
one of the original members, tell us about the part you played in the club in the early years: I joined the club 
in the mid eighties, an early member Henry Bolf keep bugging me to join; then the club met at the PGE Building 
in Tigard. A number of years ago, I took over the glue and sandpaper position from Jack Knight. I gave that up 
when I became the club treasure. This is my fifth year in that position. 
 
Thanks for the interview, Glenn… it was nice getting to know you better!  
 

MAKING A SEGMENTED VASE  
By Randy Rhine 

 
 
 
The wood (walnut, purpleheart, and yellowheart) is glued up for 
the feature ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3/4" strips are cut at a 45
 angle on the table saw using a miter jig. 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
welcome to tour the vendor sections as well as the Instant Gallery without an admission fee. So if you 
don't want to take advantage of the demonstrator presentations you can at least see some outrageous 
pieces of work in the Instant Gallery and leave some of your money with the vendors. 

Many thanks again to the "Skew Brothers" Doug Brown and Jonathon Spafford for their presentation 
last month on pens from the basics and beyond. 

I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
'world debut' at the AAW symposium. 

When I was in school and had to do them, I just hated book reports... but this one I didn't mind doing at 
all: Last month I wrote about a book that I checked out of our library by Mike Darlow and how (too) full 
of information it was. This month I've been reading another in his series which is much more readable 
and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
n't visited before. 'Check it out'. 

See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 

Vice President 
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The strips are glued back together, flipping every other strip to get a 
zigzag design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That board was then cut at a 20
 angle. Note… these are not glued 
together. 
 
 
 
 
Here are the same strips with every other one flipped. Note...these 
are still not glued. 
 
 
 
The ends are trimmed. The edges of these need to be cut at 11.25
 
(16 sided polygon) to make the ring. Yes... there are 18 pieces not 
16. Helps to have a couple of extra just in case. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the table saw jig used to cut the miters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here's the jig with the one of the strips clamped in. Now it gets cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mitered strips are glued up into a ring 



June is upon us and well under way as are the plans for the AAW symposium at the end of this month. If 
you haven't registered by now you've missed the reduced rate. It's my understanding that the public is 
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I'm looking forward to this month's meeting when Phil Lapp will be warming up his presentation for his 
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and applicable to actual turning. "Woodturning Methods" by Mike Darlow is very well written and in-
cludes chapters on chucking, spindle turning, slender spindles, turning spheres, eccentric turning, multi-
axis turning, elliptical turning, and drilling. He doesn't just go into these topics lightly but digs deeper 
and provides a good foundation in each area. This is a great resource for those of you in the club that are 
newer turners or for those who have been at it for a while and want to brush up on an area that you have-
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See you at the meeting and I hope that you get inspired at the AAW symposium! 

John Wirth, 
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Here's another table saw jig for cutting segments. This one is set for 
7.5
 to cut segments for a 24-segment ring. 
 

 

 

 

 
Some of the segments are cut using a miter saw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The other segments are cut and glued up in half-rings, with dowel 
separators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The half rings are trued up using a disc sander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The half rings are glued together to get full rings. 
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A glue block has been attached to a faceplate and the base ring is 
glued to it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Longworth-style centering chuck is attached to the tailstock and 
used to center the next ring.  
 
 
 
  

 

 
The ring is glued to the base. 
 
  

 

The other rings are successively glued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The exterior and interior are rough turned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The final two rings have been glued on, turned, sanded, and a finish 
applied. 
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Here is the finished vase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DALE’S REMINDERS  
 

No open shop for June, We'll have Eli Avisera here at the time. We had 5 turners here for May open shop. We did 
some spindle turning and some bowl turning. Eli Avisera will be doing an all day demo at Dale's shop in Gresham 
on June 26th (Thursday). Eli has some unique tool designs and methods. The class will start at 9:30 am and go to 
about 4:00. The cost is $30 for the day. Bring a lunch and dress warm if summer hasn't arrived. For further info 
call Dale at 503-661-7793.  
 
Dale 
woodbowl@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eli Avisera’s Work  
 

TIP OF THE MONTH  
 

When we began the Tip of the Month, it used to be that a new person was designated to write the tip of the month 
every month. Well, for a little over a year I haven’t been receiving the tips of the month for the newsletter, so…. 
I’ve kinda had to write them myself. Each month I have been able to manage to get you all a tip, but this month I 
am out of tips! If you could all continue to send me tips for the newsletter, I would very much appreciate it. I 
really don’t mind getting multiple tips a month, as I will just save them for another newsletter!  

Thanks, 
Jonathon 
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LATHE FOR SALE  

I have a friend with a lathe for sale. It is a One-Way Lathe – 24X36 with, I believe, a 3 horse motor. It is an older 
model but in excellent shape. The lathe was used by the person’s husband who died some years ago. She has 
turned some on it, but to a very limited extent. There are several chucks, lots of turning tools and other attach-
ments that will go with the lathe, plus some wood. She at this time is out of state, but will be back before July 1, 
2008. She has asked me to put an announcement in the newsletter for anyone that might be interested. At this time 
she does not have a price in mind, but will have one on getting back into the state. If you are interested, then con-
tact me: 

Jim Hall at 503-655-1716 or 503-702-7091 or at ochall@comcast.net.  

 

MONTHLY CHALLENGE  

The challenge for this month is to turn something with a stem… anything, providing that it has a stem. We had a 
great demo from Jerry last month demonstrating how to turn a thin stemmed goblet from wet wood. Your piece 
can be a goblet or perhaps a box on a stem or how about a top that can spin on a thin stemmed platform… any-
way, you get the idea! As always, we look forward to seeing what unique items you all can come up with. Have 
fun and we’ll see you at the upcoming meeting! 

 

 
QUICK LINKS:  

 
AAW (Main page): www.woodturner.org 

AAW Forum: www.woodturner.org/vbforum/index.php? 
Saw Mill Creek Forum: www.sawmillcreek.org 

Woodturning Online: www.woodturningonline.com/ 
Turning Projects/Tips: www.newwoodworker.com/turning/ 

Pacific NW Woodturning Guild: www.woodturningguild.com 
The Turner’s Shop: www.theturnersshop.com/ 

Wood Net Forums: woodnet.net/forums/ 
Penn’s Woods: www.stores.pennswoodsstock.net 

 Flying Curls: www.flyingcurls.com 
 Arizona Silhouette: www.arizonasilhouette.com 

 Hut Products: www.hutproducts.com 
 Berea Hardwoods: www.bereahardwoods.com 

 Pen Making Supplies: www.penmakingsupplies.com 
 The Pen Shop: www.thepenshop.net 

 Pen Turner’s Forum: www.penturners.org 
 Pen Maker’s Guild: www.penmakersguild.com  

Russ Fairfield: www.woodturnerruss.com 
Freedom Pens: www.freedompens.org 
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CWT MENTORS  

 

These members are available for you to contact if you need help in different areas of woodturning (inside the pa-
rentheses it tells each of the areas in which each mentor specializes). If you need help, contact one of the follow-
ing mentors. If you would like to be a mentor yourself and be contacted with woodturning related questions e-mail 
me at jonathon.c@comcast.net and I will add you to the list! 

 

Phil Lapp: 

503-925-0152 (Handled Vessels)  

Glenn Burki:  

gburki@comcast.net 

Doug Brown:  

dougivan@aol.com (Bowls, Boxes, Hollow forms, Texture) 

Andy Johnson-Laird:  

andy@jli.com (Help for new turners with tools, Finishes and other choices) 

Kathleen Duncan:  

woodspinner@gmail.com (Christmas ornaments) 

Howard Borer:  

howbor @yahoo.com (Beginning bowl, Spindle, Hollow turning and lathe accessory fabrication and consultation)  

Jonathon Spafford:  

jonathon.c@comcast.net (Pens)  

Dale Larson:  

woodbowl@verizon.net (Bowl turning, Greenwood turning, and Reading the log) 

John Wirth:  

chet@spiritone.com (Hollow forms, Carving, and Embellishment) 

 


